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Program Overview  

Enter the world of the 1920’s with your students at Shawnee Town 1929.  The “To Market” program 

centers on the farmstead with a variety of hands-on activities, historical information, and opportunities to 

compare, contrast, and acquaint students with life on our 1920’s farm. The program is designed for first 

through third graders.  It meets Kansas “History, Government, and Social Studies” standards with detailed 

benchmark correlations, see specifics below. 

 

Curriculum Correlations  

Throughout all of the activities, key themes for the relating grade will be emphasized.  Interpreters’ 

remarks and illustrations change for each grade to emphasize the main curriculum focus of that year. In 

each grade, students will become acquainted with the five standards. 

 

History, Government, and Social 

Studies 

Five Standards Benchmarks 

 

First Grade – Families 

 

Second Grade - Then and Now (Past 

and Present) 

 

Third Grade - Communities (Local 

History) 

1: Choices have 

consequences. 

1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4 

2: Individuals have rights 

and responsibilities. 

2.1 

3: Societies are shaped by 

beliefs, ideas and diversity. 

3.1, 3.2 

4: Societies experience 

continuity and change over 

time.  

4.1, 4.3 

 

5: Relationships among 

people, places, ideas, and 

environments are dynamic. 

5.1 

 

Program Specifics: 

The program will last an hour and fifteen to thirty minutes. There will be a brief 15 minute welcome and 

introduction at the Visitor’s Center while parents pay and the students make final trips to the rest rooms.  

The students will then spend 20 minutes at each of the stations listed below.  To close, an interactive wrap 

up will draw together lessons learned. There will be dedicated time for their questions.   

 

Stations 

Farmhouse – Students will compare and contrast the amenities of the student’s home with those of 

a 1920’s furnished farmhouse, dance the Charleston with music on the farmhouse’s phonograph.  

 

Chores – Students will do laundry with a washboard and old-fashioned ringer, learn the 

importance of chickens as “pin money” for the farm wife and the responsibility of children in 

taking care of the chickens as they help feed Duke, our rooster, and his many hens.   
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Gardening – Students will learn about the biology of a plant, plant seeds in the garden and harvest 

early spring produce, such as radishes or lettuce, or harvest sweet potatoes in the fall.  They will 

also learn the very dramatic part weather plays in gardening and in the farm family’s economy.  

 

Market Shed – After bringing their vegetables to the Market Shed, students will prepare them for 

market by washing, bundling, weighing, counting, pricing and making the vegetable containers 

attractive to attract customers at the City Market in downtown Kansas City.        

 

As time permits – School groups are welcome to bring their lunches and eat at our town’s Gazebo and on 

the benches and picnic tables. If time permits after lunch, teachers and parents can supervise small groups 

of students to view the other open buildings in our town, including Bousman Barber Shop, Yotz 

Typewriter Repair Shop, City Jail, Liestman and Huff Ice House, Garrett Grocery Store, and the 

Undertaker Establishment. You may also stroll through two of our town’s gardens, the Country Garden 

and the Herb Garden. 

 

Student Learning Objectives:  

 Students will learn about Shawnee’s history as a truck farming community in the 1920’s by 

engaging in hands-on chores, playing games, and working with actual artifacts. Students will 

explore, identify, and explain artifacts as they relate to life in the 1920’s.  

 Students will compare and contrast their own material culture, lives, and families with people 

living and working in the 1920’s. 

 Students will learn that children were a valued part of farm life and played a vital role in 

contributing to the farm’s productivity and well-being. They will learn the value of community.  

 Students will demonstrate math skills by weighing, counting and pricing vegetables for market.  

 Students will identify and explain the parts of a plant, the needs of a plant to survive and grow, 

different types of plants and seeds, and the life cycle of a plant from seed to marketable produce. 

   

Pre-Visit Activity Suggestions  

 Discuss the purpose of the field trip and how it relates to the current unit of study.  

 Introduce visual observation skills. Let students describe in detail ordinary objects, such as a 

paintbrush, clothespin, or comb to their classmates. 

 Introduce vocabulary words and concepts that will be used by Shawnee Town’s costumed 

Interpreters during the tour, such as harvest, butter churn, or no electricity. 

 View attached 1920’s images. 

 Explore Shawnee Town 1929’s website to see pictures and read about Shawnee’s history as a 

truck farming community. https://www.shawneetown.org/history/truck_farming_in_shawnee 

 Practice these tongue twisters.  Can your students think of others?   These are the vegetables 

they’ll see, plant or hear about in Shawnee Town’s garden:  green beans, peas, lettuce, radishes, 

garlic, watermelon, potatoes, asparagus, corn, kale, and more!  

“Lovely lacey lettuce leaves leaped up from the land.”  

https://www.shawneetown.org/history/truck_farming_in_shawnee
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“Peter Piper picked a peck of pickled peppers.” 

 Ask the students to make a list of what they ate for dinner the night before your visit to Shawnee 

Town 1929.  Do they purchase their food from a grocery store or a Farmer’s Market in the 

summer?  Do they have their own vegetable garden or fruit trees at home or at their school?  Do 

they have an allotment (garden plot) given them by the City?  Do they buy or are they given 

vegetables/fruits from a neighbor or relative?  Is any of the food they eat organic?   What does 

“organic” mean? 

 

Post-Visit Activity Suggestions 

 Provide time for students to share general observations and reactions to their field trip experience. 

 Have students write a paragraph about their favorite activity at the field trip and illustrate it. 

 Answer questions, such as One chore from the 1920’s I would like to do today is… and 

One chore from the 1920’s I do not want to do today is…. 

 1920’s themed word searches and worksheets below. 

 Set up an indoor container garden in your classroom using broken egg shells placed in egg cartons 

or use each cavity in the egg cartons themselves.  Fill each container with potting soil (don’t over-

fill).  Use bush bean seeds and have the students’ plant two seeds in each container.  (This is in 

case one seed doesn’t germinate.)   

o Have them write their name on a Popsicle stick and place it in the dirt of the plant.  

Alternately, they can write their name on the carton.  Place the containers in a sunny spot 

in your classroom. The plants are hardy and when the students take them home they won’t 

take up much room in the family garden.  Bush bean plants are very compact.    

o Have each student keep a written journal or picture journal documenting the growth of 

their plants over the weeks.  When the plants become too high or start to droop, have the 

students take them home to plant.  

 Creative Writing: The Creature’s Point of View - What kinds of creatures or insects eat vegetables 

(or some part of them)?  Have each student select one and have them write about living in the 

garden as that creature or insect.  What it’s like – eating those wonderful leaves or fruit, visiting 

with all of their friends in the garden patch, having the farmer come and try to find them while 

they scurry to hide, and the ultimate – will they be sprayed with bug spray or picked up and placed 

in a jar of kerosene to end their life swimming and then drowning?  

o  What we’ve seen at Shawnee Town’s farm – squash bugs by the hundreds, a fox trying to 

dig its way into the chicken coop (not successful, thank goodness!), grasshoppers, 

ladybugs, a Killdeer bird making a nest on the hard earth right next to the watermelon 

patch (Killdeer are a fun and excellent bird to study because they have some interesting 

habits.), Japanese beetles infestation, spiders, etc.  
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C.E. Rieke, Farm Wagon, Shawnee, Kansas, 1908.  

Shawnee Town 1929 Archives 
 

 

A.C. Rieke and his crew with 1800 dozen ears of corn, Shawnee, Kansas, 1945. 

     Shawnee Town 1929 Archives 
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Mary Van De Berghe and Annie Van De Berghe 

harvesting green beans, Shawnee, Kansas, ca. 1919.  

Shawnee Town 1929 Archives 



7 
 

Shawnee Town 1929  To Market 
 

 
 

Vince Rieke and his dad, Henry, Shawnee, Kansas, ca. 1929. 

Shawnee Town 1929 Archives 
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Old Fashioned Laundry  

 Color it in and write about your experience doing old fashioned laundry! 
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Recommended Resources 

 

Videos about Shawnee Town 1929’s history, educational programs, buildings, and 1920’s topics. 

 https://www.shawneetown.org/museum_features/videos 

 

History of 1920’s Truck Farming in Shawnee, Kansas  

https://www.shawneetown.org/history/truck_farming_in_shawnee 

 

Kansas Historical Society 

 https://www.kshs.org/ 

 

TCI is a K-12 publishing company that creates science and social studies curriculum.  Go the this link to 

find questions pertinent to the focus of your grade. 

 https://www.teachtci.com/social-studies/elementary-school/ 

 

 

Book 

 

Ticket to the Twenties by Mary Blocksma, 1993. 

You are very welcome to borrow a copy from Shawnee Town 1929 to help 

the students get a perspective on the decade.   We will mail it to you and 

you can return it in the pre-paid envelope accompanying it or when you 

come for your visit. 

 

Please phone Sharron Uhler at (913) 742-6423 to reserve a copy. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.shawneetown.org/museum_features/videos
https://www.shawneetown.org/history/truck_farming_in_shawnee
https://www.kshs.org/

